
	  

	  

Dear Mr. President: A Quiz 

Instructions 

• Since all questions apply, please do not insert “not applicable (N/A).” 

• Credit will be deducted from answers using ad hominem, non sequitur, argumentum ad 
ignorantiam, begging the question, red herring, straw man, and suppressed evidence, 
among other rhetorical fallacies. (No explanation required.) 

• Please complete by November 5, 2012. An earlier response would be most appreciated. 

 

I. Discussion Questions. Please answer carefully and include supporting evidence.  

1. Protests and violence against US embassies and businesses have recently erupted in more 
than 20 countries of the Muslim world. Some observers have concluded that Anti-
Americanism is rampant and that your Middle East policies have failed. Assess your 
administration’s apologies, appeasement, and reduced security at embassies overseas.  

2. Relations with our Latin American neighbors seem rocky. Please analyze. (If short of 
time, you may limit your answer to Venezuela, Ecuador, Cuba, Nicaragua, Colombia, 
Mexico, and the 2012 Summit of the Americas). 

3. You reportedly hold an extreme anti-colonialist worldview that ascribes the West’s riches 
to its exploitation of developing nations. Please distinguish between equality and justice. 

4. On November 5, 2009, 13 people were killed and 29 wounded at Fort Hood by Nidal 
Malik Hasan, known by Army officials to have been a radical Islam sympathizer since 
2005. Hasan, who shouted “Allah Akbar” before shooting, was linked to Anwar al-
Awlaki who declared him a hero. Your response was to warn Americans against 
“jumping to conclusions.” In the Henry Louis Gates’ 2009 “disorderly conduct” charge, 
you said that the “Cambridge police acted stupidly” and immediately linked it to “racial 
profiling.” Please contrast.  

5. Your administration requested YouTube to review the “The Innocence of the Muslims” 
video according to its terms of use. Have you requested that “The Last Temptation of 
Christ” film be subject to a similar review? Please explain.  

6. Consider the following: 

The HHS mandate has been called “one of the largest assaults on religious liberty 
America has ever faced from its government.” Your administration faces 37 
lawsuits, with over 110 plaintiffs who claim that the HHS mandate forces them to 



	  

	  

violate their religious beliefs or pay fines that would curtail or close their 
operations. They include schools, universities, hospitals, charities, businesses, and 
other organizations, representing Catholic, Baptist, Evangelical, Presbyterian, and 
non-denominational Christians.  

You have repeatedly bypassed Congress.  

In 2011 you (not the Supreme Court) declared that Section 3 of the 1966 federal 
law Defense of Marriage Act (defining marriage as the union between a man and 
a woman) was unconstitutional and instructed the Department of Justice not to 
defend it. 

Please expound on the nature and scope of: a) basic rights, with emphasis on freedom of 
religion and of speech; b) executive, legislative, and judiciary powers; c) federal and state 
powers. Your answers should show mastery of, and commitment to, Constitutional Law.  

7. A recent Wall Street Journal article analyzes the dire state of US finances. It states that 
your budget requires a debt of $18.8 trillion, representing a federal debt-to-GDP ratio of 
80.4% and interest costs of $743 billion per year. It adds that “the four-year increase in 
borrowing amounts to $55,000 per U.S. household.” It claims that the federal income tax 
system is already quite progressive: the top 1 percent pays 37 percent of all income taxes 
and around 50 percent pays nothing. Please evaluate. 

8. “Above my pay grade” was your 2008 answer to Rev. Rick Warren’s question “At what 
point does a baby get human rights?” Please update. 

9. During your tenure as state legislator you reportedly voted four times against Born Alive 
Infant Protection, which would have legally protected babies who survive failed 
abortions. Without this provision, these babies are at risk of being considered disposable 
tissue. Please argue.  

10. Analyze the work of Frank Marshall Davis, Saul Alinsky, Bill Ayers, Rev. Jeremiah 
Wright, and Edward Said, reputed to be among your main political mentors. 

11. During the 2012 White House Correspondents’ Dinner, you engaged in toilet humor. 
This, among other behaviors, has led some observers to label your conduct as “uncouth,” 
“unseemly,” beneath the dignity of the POTUS. Please assess these behaviors in view of 
the Oath of “faithfully executing the office of President of the United States.” 

 

II. Short Answer Questions. 

1. What will you “have more room to negotiate after the election” with Russia’s Prime 
Minister and President? 



	  

	  

2. Please clarify your 2008 remark about small town Midwesterners: “they get bitter, they 
cling to guns or religion or antipathy toward people who aren’t like them or anti-
immigrant sentiment...”  

3. You have said that bankers are “‘fat cats’ who don’t get it.” Who else fits this 
description? (Hint: Slumlords.) 

4. One outcome of repealing Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell is that military personnel are 
“increasingly being denied freedom of conscience and freedom of speech.” Please 
comment. 

5. Why were God and Jerusalem as Israel’s capital removed from the Democratic Party 
platform? 

 

III. True or False. If the statement is false, please explain why.  

1. “Placating enemies instead of strengthening partnerships with friends” aptly describes 
your foreign policy. 

2. Congress has little say on matters of immigration, environment, education, and national 
security. (Hint: Recent amnesty to 2 million illegal aliens; Executive Orders 13603, 
13514.) 

3. The executive branch does not have to submit documents subpoenaed by Congress. 
(Hint: Fast and Furious Operation.) 

4. There is no difference between republics and monarchies.  

5. The US unemployment rate, officially 8.3 percent, stands at 19 percent when 
underutilized labor and those no longer looking for a job are factored in. 

6. You were lecturer, not professor, at the Chicago Law School, where students and 
colleagues considered you to be “lazy, unqualified.” 

7. The Affordable Care Act (Obamacare) will result in a shortage of available doctors.  

8. Obamacare cuts $716 billion from Medicare to fund itself and creates 159 new 
bureaucracies. 

9. An effective Obamacare cost-cutting measure is to stop expensive and perhaps useless 
tests and treatment for elderly, severely disabled, and terminally ill patients.  

10. Under Obamacare, federal taxes fund abortions, sterilizations, and contraceptives, 
including for minors. 



	  

	  

11. The end justifies the means.  

 

Bonus. Briefly discuss your handling of the Deepwater Horizon, Solyndra, and Fast and Furious 
cases. 

 

End of quiz. Please check that all questions have been answered in full. Many thanks. 

 

Note: A comprehensive exam may follow, depending on the grade. Please enclose copy of your 
scholarly publications and official college transcripts.  


